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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Motion 

Resumed from 20 August. 

MR M.P. WHITELY (Roleystone) [3.57 pm]:  I have been a member of this place for 18 months, and often 
when I leave it I have a headache.  The amount of negativity that is presented in this place and the amount of 
time that is wasted on the sort of frivolous debate that we have just had is mind-boggling.  I sometimes wish I 
was back in a year 10 business studies class, because we used to have intelligent debates and discussions.  
Nonetheless, this is my opportunity to speak, and I want to go back to some of the issues that I discussed in my 
maiden speech.  The first issue I discussed was one vote, one value.   

Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  And you did that so well and so graphically! 

Mr M.P. WHITELY:  I thank the minister.  I was interested in some comments made by the member for 
Dawesville in the Address-in-Reply debate.  He requested greater resources, because he claimed that he has the 
largest country electorate.  He based that on population statistics and quoted the population of his electorate as 
being about 18 000.  My electorate has a population of 27 000 and is nine times the geographical size of the 
electorate of the member for Dawesville.  If the member for Dawesville thinks he has a difficult job in servicing 
two-thirds of the population in one-ninth of the geographical area of my electorate, then I suggest he has it 
wrong.  I do not claim to have the most difficult job in this place.  The member for Wanneroo has an electorate 
with a population nearly three times greater than that of the electorate of the member for Dawesville and four 
times greater than that of the electorate of the member for Eyre.  The member for Wanneroo’s electorate is three 
times the size of the member for Dawesville’s electorate; therefore, some of the arguments that were presented 
against the one vote, one value legislation were nonsense.   

Roleystone is a very interesting and diverse electorate.  In many ways it is a difficult electorate to service 
because it covers such a huge area and has many differences; there is no community of interest in Roleystone.  I 
must deal with 10 or 15 different, unconnected and unrelated communities that have separate issues and 
concerns.  My electorate covers high-density suburban areas, including Maddington, Beckenham and Kenwick.   

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
 


